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Public Works Visibility:
How to be Recognized as First Responders
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Joubin Pakpour, MS, PE

Construction Laborer

1995 BS Civil Engineering SJSU

1998 MS Civil Engineering SJSU

Contra Costa County Public Works Department

400 Person Municipal Consulting Firm

Since 2004 Part Owner of Pakpour Consulting Group
Serve as Contract District and City Engineer

Region VIl Director, Representing California, Nevada
and Hawaii on National APWA Board
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Ken Berkman, PE Joshua Pack, PE
Director of Public Works Director of Public Works

City of Burbank Butte County
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Do You Consider Yourself A
First Responder?
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Yes!

In 2003, President George W. Bush issued Presidential Policy Directive
8 (PPD-8) officially recognizing public works as first responders.

PUBLIC WORKS
FIRST RESPONDER




Strategic Plan

Visibility Workforce




Visibility

T

i

£t

FH
]

February 14, 2025 - |-95 Design Build Project in Miami Florida

October 19, 2024 - Gulf Intracoastal Waterway West in Belle Chasse, LA
August 29, 2024 - Clear Creek Canyon, Golden, Colorado

Feb. 22, 2024 — Northwest Valley Infrastructure Project in Phoenix, Arizona
Jan. 29, 2024 — Mountain Parkway Expansion in Frankfort, Kentucky
September 19, 2023 — Able Pump Station in Dallas, Texas

March 24, 2023 — The Shed at Main Street Station in Richmond, Virginia
Nov. 28, 2022 — Long Beach International Gateway Bridge, California

ENGINEERING & PUBLIC
WORKS ROADSHOW

NFRASTRUCTURE WORKS
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Visibility

What Can You Do?
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Does Your Firm or Agency
Celebrate National Public

Works Week?
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Visibility

National Public Works Week
May 19 - 25, 2025 o
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APWA / ASCE / CMAA

Visibilit
’ Awards & Accreditation

SAN RAFAEL RESIDENTS BUSINESSES VISITORS DEPARTMENTS NEWS EVENTS CONTACT

THE CITY WITH A MISSION

Please note the time change of San Rafael Regular City Council Meetings to commence at 6:00 p.m.

San Rafael Public Safety Center wins an APWA Award

Posted on March 5,2021

FIoTraren eatsroem

2013 PROJECT OF THE YEAR
$5 MILLION - $25 MILLION
ENVIRONMENT

J
!

LOWER CRYSTAL
SPRINGS DAM

Sawyer Camp Trail: Historic Lower Crystal Springs Dam
Project Receives "Project of the Year" Award
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_ How Do | Get There?
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The Impact of Public Works

FIRST RESPONDER

While Police, Fire, and EMS are often the three most recognized first
responders, Public Works are also often silently there, providing vital
support to emergency response

We are First In and Last Out




PUBLIC WORKS

Timeline of Public Works First Responder

FIRST RESPONDER

In 2003, President George W. Bush issued Presidential Policy Directive 8 (PPD-8) officially recognizing public
works as first responders.

In 2010, Mississippi, under House Bill (HB) 664, recognized public works professionals as first responders.

In 2017, the APWA Board of Directors approved the adoption of a national “Public Works First Responder”
symbol for use throughout North America to identify public works personnel and acknowledge their federally
mandated role as first responders.

In 2019, the US Senate passed Senate Concurrent Resolution 15 (S.Con.Res.15), “Expressing support for the
designation of October 28, 2019, as Honoring the Nation’s First Responders Day.” Public works is specifically
included.

In 2022 New Hampshire Governor Chris Sununu sighed into law SB325, formally recognizing public works
employees as first responders.

In 2022, New Hampshire passed HB 536, “An Act relative to death benefits for public works employees killed in
the line of duty, and relative to workers’ compensation offsets for certain retirement system benefits.”

Public works is often considered “the silent arm of public safety” ... usually without fanfare. Public works
professionals are often the first on scene and the last to leave the scenes of disasters—no matter the peril.

The National Incident Management System (NIMS) lists public works alongside police, fire, and public.
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THE CITY OF

PUBLIC WORKS
FIRST RESPONDER

Public Works collaborated with Police and Fire
to Proclaim that Public Works Employees are
recognized as First Responders on May 7th,
2024, at the City Council meeting in front of
Council Members, the Pleasanton Executive
Team, and Residents.
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PUBLIC WORKS

FIRST RESPONDER

RE: Water Line Construction Management Support

Adam Nelkie <anelkie@cityofpleasantonca.gov>
To @ Steven Yee

Cc @ Joubin Pakpour; ' Brandon Laurie

Thanks guys | appreciate you guys seeing if you can help.
Sincerely

Adam Nelkie, (he/him)
Assistant Director of Public Works/City Engineer

D: (925) 931-5675
C:(925) 818-4418
F: (925) 931-5479
anelkie@cityofpleasantonca.gov

200 Old Bernal Ave., Pleasanton, CA 94566

City of Pleasanton | P.O. Box 520, Pleasanton, CA 94566

THE CITY OF
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PUBLIC WORKS
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CTY OF BURLINGAME

PUBLIC
WORKS
EXPO

3:00PM -7:00 PM

On Park Road next to Pet Food Express
in confunction with the Burlingame Fresh Market

Join us for a fun-filled afternoon with the (a MEET PUBLIC WORICS STAFE
City of Burlingame Public Works Department's las

big frucks, exciting equipment, and visit our
public cutreach booeths to learn more about
Public Works services! AMERICAN PUBLIC WORKS ASSOCIATION
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PUBLIC WORKS
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Create videos with https://clipchamp.com/en/video-editor - free online video editor, video compressor, video converter.




PUBLIC WORKS

CITY OF

BURBANK

FIRST RESPONDER

Ken Berkman, PE

Director of Public Works
City of Burbank



PUBLIC WORKS

Ve
Butte_ounty

Joshua Pack, PE
Director of Public Works
Butte County
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What Else is Your Agency or Firm
Doing to Promote Public Works
Visibility / First Responder?
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