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ODS Purpose
“A design standard that involve no personal or subjective judgment 
by a public official and are uniformly verifiable by reference to an 
external and uniform benchmark or criterion available and knowable 
by both the development applicant or proponent and the public 
official prior to submittal.” (California Government Code, Section 
65913.4)
= Clear and measurable design requirements.

• Predictable input/predictable output.
• Consistent review outcome.



ODS Scoop

• SB35 – tool for streamlining residential development.

• Other relevant legislation: SB330, AB2668, SB9, SB6, AB2011

• Applies to multi-family and mixed-use developments.

• Rooted in ‘place.’

• Prescriptive and flexible.

• Easy to understand, easy to apply, easy to administer.



Shall vs Should

Objective Standards
Black & White

Streamline Review
Measurable, quantifiable, 

easily defined, and 
enforceable

“Shall”

Design Guidelines
Subjective

Recommendation (not 
enforceable)

Unmeasurable and up for 
interpretation

“Should”

VS



ODS Elements
• Tailored to the City!

• Site Design

• Building Envelope

• Building Design & Articulation

• Open Space

• Landscape

• Architectural Style



ODS Methods

• True/False

• Counts & Measurements

• Ratios & Calculations

• Lists

• Scorecards

• Benchmarks & Performance Measures



ODS Methods

Ratio & Calculations
• Each home shall have private 

open space equal to 10% of 
the conditioned floor area.

• Ground floor commercial 
(mixed-use) exterior walls, 
facing plaza/street, shall 
include windows/doors for 
75% of the wall area.

Lists
All residential entryways shall 
incorporate at least two of the 
following elements: 
• The entry shall have a porch of at 

least 3 feet in depth.
• The entryway shall be designed 

with an overhead projection of at 
least 12 inches.

• The entryway shall be marked 
with a side lite window panel or 
door with a window.



ODS Examples
Scorecards

Benchmarks & Performance 
Measures

• Development must meet the 
California Green Building 
Standards Code (CALGreen) by 
achieving CALGreen Tier I or II 
as adopted by the State of CA. 

Plant Type Size Plant Container Points

Shrub

1-gallon container 1.0

1-gallon container 2.0

15-gallon container 
or larger 10.0

Tree

5-gallon 5.0

15-gallon 10.0

24-inch box 20.0

36-inch box 50.0



ODS Examples



ODS Examples
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