Effective Advocacy and Key City Issues

LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES

City leaders throughout the state work hard every day to improve the quality of life for their
residents, and create an equitable and just future for all Californians. In 2020, city leaders
displayed remarkable resilience in their commitment to serving their communities, taking
action to protect their residents from a global pandemic, leading in the recovery of their local
economies, responding to calls for equity and justice, and combating one of the worst wildfire
seasons in history.
In setting the League of California Cities annual strategic advocacy priorities, cities remain
committed to resiliency, response, and recovery to strengthen our cities and move our
communities forward. We stand ready to work collaboratively with the state and federal
governments and other stakeholders to accomplish our strategic advocacy priorities in 2021.
Secure state and federal funding for local COVID-19 public health response and
economic recovery for all. Secure direct and flexible funding and resources for cities
of all sizes so they can continue to protect residents from the pandemic, deliver
essential services, support small businesses, and lead the recovery in our
communities. Improve communication and coordination with regional, state, and
federal governments on public health orders and programs to stimulate equitable
economic recovery.
Secure funding to increase the supply and affordability of housing and
resources to assist individuals at risk of or already experiencing
homelessness while preserving local decision making. Secure additional
resources to increase construction of housing, particularly affordable housing,
workforce housing, and permanent supportive housing, and ensure cities retain
flexibility based on the land use needs of each community. Increase flexibility and
resources to provide navigation assistance and emergency shelters, and strengthen
partnerships and collaboration with stakeholders to ensure mental health, substance
abuse treatment, and wraparound services are available for adults and youth at risk of
or already experiencing homelessness in our communities.
Improve state-local coordination and planning to strengthen community disaster
preparedness, resiliency, and recovery. Pursue additional resources and support to
mitigate the effects of climate change, sea level rise, catastrophic wildfires, and
flooding in our communities. Promote community disaster preparedness, resiliency,
and recovery in collaboration with the state and federal governments. Increase
availability and access to the National Flood Insurance Program to include other
natural disasters.
Protect and modernize critical infrastructure. Seek increased state and federal
resources for critical and sustainable local infrastructure projects including roads,
public transit, active transportation, water availability, and broadband deployment that
enhance workforce and economic development and improve quality of life.

2021 Legislative Calendar Summary

Note: This is a summary of the major legislative and budget actions taken by the Governor and
Legislature. The majority of legislative and budget actions follow this timeline. However, there are
always exceptions to the rules. Rule waivers, urgency measures, and budget measures can take a very
different path.
January
 Jan. 1: All non‐urgency bills from 2020 take effect (unless the bill included a different effective
date).
 Jan. 10: Deadline for the Governor to submit his 2021‐22 Budget Proposal to the legislature.
 Jan. 11: The legislature reconvenes.
 Jan. 14 & 15: Cal Cities’ Policy Committees meet virtually.
 Legislators introduce bills.
 Legislative offices are developing language for bills to be introduced in 2021.
February
 Feb. 19: Deadline for individual legislators to introduce non‐urgency bills. Bills that contain an
urgency clause, amend the constitution, or are authored by a legislative committee can be
introduced after this date.
 Budget subcommittees begin to meet to discuss the Governor’s 2021‐22 Budget Proposal.
March
 With the majority of the bills introduced, legislators, lobbyists, and other interested parties
begin research and negotiations on bills.
 Legislative committees meet and vote on bills in the house of origin.
 Cities should expect to receive increased requests to submit letters and information on bills that
impact their city.
 Budget subcommittees meet to discuss the Governor’s 2021‐22 Budget Proposal.
 March 25 – April 5: Legislative Spring Recess. Legislators will be in their districts, and city officials
are encouraged to meet with them on city priorities.
April






Legislative committees continue to meet and vote on bills in the house of origin. Last chance for
policy committees to hear bills with a state fiscal impact.
Budget subcommittees meet to discuss the Governor’s 2021‐22 Budget Proposal.
April TBD: Cal Cities’ Legislative Action Day & Reception.
April 15 & 16: Cal Cities’ Policy Committees meet virtually.
April 30: All bills with a state fiscal impact must be passed out of the policy committees.
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May 7: Last day for policy committees to hear non‐fiscal bills without a rule waiver.
Governor releases his May Revise to the 2021‐22 Budget Proposal (early in the month).
Some policy committees will begin to hear bills from the other house.
Budget subcommittees meet to discuss the May Revise and start to finish up subcommittee
hearings.
May 21: Last day for fiscal committees to vote on bills in the house of origin.

June 3 & 4: Cal Cities’ Policy Committees meet virtually.
June 4: All bills must be passed out of the house of origin to be considered in 2021.
June 7: Legislative policy committees begin to debate bills from the other house.
Legislative committees begin to meet to discuss bills from the other house.
Budget subcommittees complete their work on the 2021‐22 Budget.
The Assembly and Senate Budget Committees meet to adopt the budget proposal from their
house.
The Budget Conference Committee meets to reconcile differences between the Assembly and
Senate budget proposals.
The Governor meets with legislative leaders to negotiate last minute differences on the budget.
June 15: Deadline for legislature to pass 2021‐22 State Budget.
June 30: Deadline for Governor to sign 2021‐22 State Budget.

July 14: Last day for policy committees to report bills. This is the last chance for cities to weigh in
before bills with a fiscal impact go to the floor for a full vote and is often the best chance to stop
a bill.
July 16 – Aug. 16: Legislative Summer Recess. Legislators will be in their districts, and city
officials are encouraged to meet with them on city priorities.
July 24: Annual Conference Resolutions Due to Cal Cities (via email).

August
 Aug. 16: Legislature reconvenes from summer recess.
 Aug. 27: Last day for fiscal committees to vote on bills. This is the last chance for cities to weigh
in before bills with a fiscal impact go to the floor.
 Aug. 30 – Sept. 10: The last two weeks of session is when many gut and amends happen. Cities
need to be prepared to act quickly and be flexible to react to amendments.
September
 Sept. 10: Last day of session. All bills must be passed on or before this date.
 Sept. 22‐24: 2021 League of California Cities Annual Conference & Expo, Sacramento
 Sept. 22‐24: Cal Cities’ Policy Committees meet (if needed).
October
 Oct. 10: Governor’s deadline to sign or veto bills.

