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Staff: Melanie Perron, Deputy Executive Director, Advocacy and Public Affairs; Caroline 
Cirrincione; Legislative Policy Analyst 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
President Cheryl Viegas Walker, Mayor, El Centro, welcomed everyone to the April 
policy committee meeting and thanked members for their service to all California cities. 
She explained that policy committees are vitally important and directly connected to Cal 
Cities’ core mission of advocating for the common interests of cities.  
 
Mayor Viegas Walker emphasized this past year has been challenging for city officials, 
navigating a global pandemic while managing budget shortfalls that have forced cuts to 
local services. However, she explained that there is a light at the end of the tunnel. The 
supply of vaccine doses is growing, eligibility is expanding, and assistance for cities in 
the recently enacted American Rescue Plan is on the way.  

 
With the legislative session in full swing, Mayor Viegas Walker stressed the role city 
leaders play in advancing Cal Cities advocacy efforts. She urged policy committee 
members to contact their lawmakers, so their voices are heard loud and clear. She 
closed by thanking everyone in attendance for their work as a policy committee member.  
 
Mayor Viegas Walker then introduced Carolyn Coleman, Cal Cities Executive Director. 
Ms. Coleman welcomed committee members and thanked them for their work. She 
applauded the efforts of city leaders in pushing their members of Congress to pass the 
American Rescue Plan. Ms. Coleman explained that Cal Cities is working diligently to 
protect cities’ interests not only in the State Legislature but also as a partner in 
implementing the American Rescue Plan. She explained that in the coming weeks, Cal 
Cities will be distributing resources so cities have the tools they need to utilize this 
funding in their communities. She thanked committee members again for serving on the 
committee and wished them a great meeting. 
 
Chair Christian Horvath, Council Member, Redondo Beach, and Vice-Chair Veronica 
Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem, Tracy, welcomed committee members and provided an 
introduction. 

https://www.cacities.org/Resources-Documents/Policy-Advocacy-Section/2021-Policy-Committee-Documents/TCPW-Slides-April-Policy-Committee-mmp.aspx


 
II. Public Comment 

         Chair Horvath asked if there was any public comment. There was no public comment.  
 
III. General Briefing 

In accordance with the customary practice of convening all policy committee members 
for a general briefing prior to the start of policy committee meetings, the Cal Cities 
advocacy team compiled a General Briefing Update Document, which includes the latest 
on legislative and budgetary matters affecting cities.     
 

IV. Broadband Deployment Efforts in Your Community Discussion  
Chair Horvath kicked off the broadband deployment efforts in your community 
discussion, the goal of which was to provide an open forum and discussion opportunity 
for committee members to share ideas and strategies on how cities can close the digital 
divide.  
 
Chair Horvath started the discussion by highlighting the South Bay Fiber Network, a 
regional broadband fiber-optic network project managed by the South Bay Cities Council 
of Governments (SBCCOG). Other committee members also highlighted partnerships 
with broadband providers in their communities, opportunities to work with school districts 
for deployment, broadband infrastructure resiliency during disasters, and the importance 
of protecting local flexibility in deployment efforts.  
 

V. Broadband Update 
Legislative Policy Analyst Caroline Cirrincione provided an update on broadband 
legislation at both the state and federal levels. Ms. Cirrincione reviewed the funding 
opportunities included in the American Rescue Plan for broadband and some of the 
high-speed internet priorities included in President Biden’s recently announced American 
Jobs Plan. Ms. Cirrincione then reviewed key bills in the State Legislature, including 
measures to create long-term funding sources for cities for broadband deployment, and 
measures that would undermine local authority in broadband permitting. A list of 
broadband bills Cal Cities is tracking can be found here.  

 
VI. Legislative Agenda 

Ms. Cirrincione briefed the committee on action items for consideration. The committee 
took action on AB 1060 (Rodriguez), which would require the Office of Emergency 
Services (Cal OES) to establish a statewide emergency alert system called California 
Alert. After Ms. Cirrincione’s overview of the measure, the committee for discussed the 
bill. Committee members asked questions about how emergency alerts are currently 
distributed and if the statewide system would be opt-in and emphasized the need to 
maintain local control over these emergency alerts. After this discussion, a motion was 
made to support AB 1060 and direct Cal Cities staff to ensure local authority is 
maintained, which passed 31-1.  
 

VII. Road Charge Update  
Chair Horvath introduced Lauren Prehoda, Road Charge Program Manager, California 
Department of Transportation, Road Charge Program to provide an update outlining the 
cadence of work remaining to develop a road charge program for California. Ms. 
Prehoda explained the timelines for the state pilot program, how the Governor’s 
executive order moving away from the sale of gas-powered vehicles will impact the road 

https://www.cacities.org/cmsctx/pv/Ccirrincione/culture/en-US/wg/b9507729-ccbe-4bbd-afe3-e77058b15102/h/5f26897adbfc48d56fbfdfef2f8dc9ab0e9c079d9f0022ce9167ec4bb587f136/-/cms/getdoc/2f401bde-9180-4ca1-a712-2b852bcb321e/pv.aspx?uh=855bf12fba26b1f248a9ea1a35847e90a079e72bfaa20448f67c5f0ebedda85f
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publish.aspx?session=21&id=c5b0a600-7d90-46d0-8f24-e10e911a7bb9
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?id=ad485199-37cd-42cd-8217-d19b4d257119&session=21&s=AB%201060&t=bill


charge program, data and privacy considerations at the federal level, and how to make 
new road charge technologies more seamless to the end-user.  
 

VIII. Legislative Update 
Cal Cities staff briefed the committee on key bills of importance to cities and what to 
expect in this year’s legislative session. Cal Cities staff started by reviewing components 
of the proposed American Jobs Plan related to transportation that is of interest to cities. 
With regards to measures proposed in the Legislature, issues discussed included 
vehicle speed safety systems, bike safety, micromobility, electric vehicle charging, local 
streets and roads funding, and emergency telecommunications.  
 

IX. Next Meeting: Friday, June 4, 2021, 9:30 – 12:30 
 


