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Learning Objectives

1. Explore the nexus of affordable housing, economic 
development, equity and community revitalization 
through strategic investments to drive economic 
growth and community betterment through an 
integrated development approach. 

2. How to leverage affordable housing resources to 
foster economic development, social equity and 
community betterment.

3. Identify ways that the development community and 
local jurisdictions can work together to achieve 
community development goals. 

Housing

Economic 
Development



Community Activation:

Affordable Housing as a Community 
Development Tool

City Heights Case Study



City Heights

• Dense urban community in Central 
San Diego

• Refugee and immigrant hub 
• Significant Vietnamese, Somali, 

Cambodian, Laotian, And Latino 
Communities 

• Over 30 languages and 80 dialects 
spoken

• 56% of homes are multifamily



City Heights – A History of Displacement

• In the 1980’s, Caltrans used eminent 
domain to bring I-15 through City 
Heights despite resident protest

• More than 9 blocks of property were 
seized and demolished

• Over 2000 residents evicted 
• Caltrans promised many 

improvements to make up for 
displacement, but few were delivered 
and those were significantly delayed



Revitalizing City 
Heights with 

Affordable 
Housing

In 2015 Wakeland partnered with 
the City Heights Community 
Development Corporation to 
renovate 132 homes in 10 
properties throughout City Heights

By 2027 we will have completed 
construction on an additional 353 
homes for a total of 455 homes 
across 17 properties















Keys to Success   

Strong community 
partners

City Heights CDC

Philanthropic Involvement Price Philanthropies

Perseverance
Site assemblage

Funding challenges



Diversification & Partnerships:

Affordable Housing as a Community 
Development Tool



LT|AD Metro Gateway
 Housing  ■  Economic Development ■  Community Hub 



87th & Western Project
 Housing  ■  Economic Development ■  Community Hub 



Lincoln Beach Revitalization
 Housing  ■  Economic Development ■  Community Hub 



• West Anaheim Neighborhood
• Beach Blvd. Revitalization Priority 
• Diverse LMI Community: Latino, Thai, Legacy 

White, other
• Former Redevelopment Sites

Hyper-Local Community Development
Affordable Intergenerational Rental
For Sale Townhomes
Adaptive Reuse of Gas Station
Leverage Local Amenities



60 For Sale Homes by Homebuilder
• 55 For sale, market rate townhomes 
• 5 Moderate-income townhomes for entry-

level homebuyers 

Launch Pad Community Hub
Adaptive reuse of gas station to create a 
social enterprise with anchor and 
microbusinesses + gathering space

47 Affordable Rental Homes by IHO
• 37 Low-Income Senior Apartments 
• 9 Transition-Age Youth Apartments 
• 1 On-Site Property Manager





Keys to Success   

Strong City Engagement
City of Anaheim

Anaheim Housing Authority

Collaborative Partners
Brandywine Homes

Studio One Eleven

Cielo

Perseverance
Site assemblage

Funding challenges

Brownfield cleanup



The Nexus:

Achieving Economic Development 
Through Housing



Bloomington



Bloomington – Community Revitalization Through 
Housing 

• Created specific plan and 
program EIR

• Used public facility to 
anchor revitalization efforts

• Vertically integrated 
housing and a library



Ayala Park / Bloomington Grove III – Leveraging 
Unconventional Resources 



Reflection 

Vision - "To what end?"

"But for" - Set foundation for future investment

Make public resources work to achieve multiple objectives

Partner with "A" credit public / quasi-public tenant

Multi-jurisdictional 



Implementation Strategies

Moderated Panel Discussion



What are some key 
collaborations/partnerships that were 
a catalyst for a project that you were 

working on? 



How can local jurisdictions partner 
with developers to achieve common 

community development goals? 



What are some ways that a local 
jurisdiction without a lot of funding 

can ensure community revitalization? 



Questions & 
Answers
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Thank you for joining us!
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