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MEET THE PANEL



P rovisions
Show racially polarized voting &
Show dilution of “protected class” 
ability to elect

R emedy: districts or alternative 
voting system

Safe Harbor: by-district elections

Year
By-District 

Cities

Pre-CVRA 23

2006 29

2014 38

2016 59

2018 125

2020 168

2022 203

2024 223

2026 233

20 0 2 E nacted

20 0 6 C A Appeals C ourt affirms 
constitutionality

20 17

AB 350  creates “safe 
harbor” timeline and 
$30 ,0 0 0  payment system

AB 278 empowers cities to 
switch without going to the 
voters

T imeline Transitions

THE CALIFORNIA 
VOTING RIGHTS ACT



L E G A L  C H A L L E N G E S 
A N D P U SH B A C K

Louisiana v. Callais

E arly L osses U pcoming Trials

L ooming

O ngoing Trial
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S tudy your demographics C onsider your options C onsider your timing

1. P roactive
2. W ait for letter
3. P repare to 

F ight

Districts

Alternative 
Voting System

E thnic % of E ach 
P recinct

BEST PRACTICES AND
LOOKING AHEAD



Q&A



THANK YOU!

djohnson@ndcresearch.com

Douglas Johnson
cskinnell@nmgovlaw.com

Christopher Skinnell 
sdamon@ci.seaside.ca.us

Sheri Damon
ryder@tripepismith.com

Ryder Smith
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