PLEASE EMAIL YOUR SUPPORT LETTER TO: Tom.Steel@asm.ca.gov, Tobias.uptain-villa@sen.ca.gov , Tram.Truong@asm.ca.gov , Sheriall.Smith-Brandon@asm.ca.gov, Wesley.Opp@asm.ca.gov and cityletters@calcities.org 


***ADD CITY LETTERHEAD***

DATE

The Honorable Assemblymember John Harabedian
Chair, Joint Legislative Audit Committee
1021 O Street, Room 4350
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Senator Chris Cabaldon
Vice Chair, Joint Legislative Audit Committee
1021 O Street, Room 7320
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  2026-127 Local Law Enforcement – Human Trafficking Audit Request
       SUPPORT

Dear Members, 

[bookmark: _Hlk181270995]The City/Town of __________ is pleased to support the requested audit by Assemblymembers Michelle Rodriguez and Avelino Valencia regarding the effects of decriminalizing the loitering-for-prostitution offense. 

[bookmark: _Hlk230258115][bookmark: _Hlk181609913]Specifically, this audit requests a review of the impacts of both SB 357 (Wiener, 2022) and AB 379 (Schultz, 2025). Analyzing the trickle-down effects of these measures will include interviewing key personnel including city managers, police chiefs, and businesses to get feedback on the impact of prostitution on communities during the time before and after these bills were passed. 

SB 357 (Wiener) which was chaptered in 2022 and went into effect January 1, 2023, repealed the previous law that prohibited loitering with the intent to commit prostitution. Since the enactment of SB 357, cities in the state reported increases in prostitution and human trafficking in California. This repeal made it more difficult for law enforcement to address prostitution and to establish contact with potential victims of human trafficking and organized crime. 

Then in 2025, AB 379 (Schultz) made changes to the loitering for prostitution statutes and reinstated parts of the repeal in SB 357. Although this was a step in the right direction, cities are still experiencing high levels of prostitution. This is an issue as it raises concerns over community public safety, especially when these activities are occurring near child daycare centers, parks, and schools. 

PLEASE CITE SPECIFIC REASONS OF HOW YOUR CITY WILL BENEFIT FROM THIS AUDIT AND RESULTING DATA

This audit would help to provide an objective, data-driven assessment of the impacts that loitering for prostitution has on cities.  

For these reasons, the City/Town of _______ is pleased to support the audit on the effects of decriminalizing the loitering-for-prostitution offense and respectfully urges the committee to approve the request.

Sincerely,

NAME
TITLE
CITY/TOWN of ______________

cc. 	Your Senator & Assembly Member 	
Your League Regional Public Affairs Manager (via email)
League of California Cities, cityletters@cacities.org

