INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING SAMPLE LETTER:
Cities can provide feedback on the Draft Program Plan via a public comment portal and by submitting a letter until Aug. 14, 2026. For questions, please contact Cal Cities Legislative Advocate Melissa Sparks-Kranz at msparkskranz@calcities.org. 

[Insert Logo]

[Date]

Ms. Emily Coven 				Submitted via CAA Public Comment Portal
Executive Director 
Circular Action Alliance (CAA)
20 F St NW, Fl 7
Washington, DC 20001

RE: 	SB 54 Plastic Pollution Prevention and Packaging Producer Responsibility Act: California Draft Program Plan – Public Comment

Dear Ms. Coven, 

The City/Town of __________has been highly invested in the rulemaking process led by CalRecycle on the Regulations for the Plastic Pollution Prevention and Packaging Producer Responsibility Act (SB 54, Chapter 75, Statutes 2022). 

Cities and counties are the backbone of the state’s solid waste management and recycling efforts. We have long-supported solid waste management and recycling goals that are developed with achievable implementation measures, anticipating the need to ensure that communities maintain public health and advance recycling efforts in our changing climate. SB 54 was championed by Legislative leaders and successfully chaptered into law based on the framework that producers take responsibility for the full cost of designing and processing plastic and packaging materials to reduce such pollution and drive towards a more circular economy. Such costs will include local government costs, whose role is to ensure the collection of our waste and recycling can meet the goals of SB 54. Local government cost recovery was included in this landmark law to protect ratepayers and keep trash bills affordable.  

We urge that the Draft Program Plan be revised to support the needs of local governments who will be on the frontlines of SB 54 implementation, including:
· A, clearer and more detailed framework of eligible costs for payment. The categories of costs included in Chapter 2 of the plan are helpful but do not help jurisdictions understand what costs are eligible and if they will be guaranteed for approval for reimbursement. 

· A clearer process, mechanism, and schedule for cost recovery for local governments to ensure we are made whole by producers. The draft program plan does not specify with detail the mechanism and process or timeline in which a local government will be paid. 


· A contractual agreement was not included in the law as a requirement for reimbursement. CAA cannot require a contractual agreement for payment to occur for local governments. We have concerns that each jurisdiction will need to be involved to review the agreement before payment can occur, which will be a cost and time intensive process. Instead, CAA should create a secure portal in which eligible costs, verification of costs, and payment can all occur. 

· Coordination among eligible applicants must occur to prevent duplicative costs. Local jurisdictions must be informed prior to CAA issuing payments to a jurisdiction’s recycling service provider, so as to avoid duplicative payments and to ensure ratepayers are protected. 

These changes will provide clarity in the Draft Program Plan to ensure greater transparency and accountability and to allow CAA and the state to be particularly mindful of the costs of implementation. It is imperative the Draft Program Plan not be overly complexities and unintentionally cause greater affordability burdens on local governments and ratepayers who have shouldered these rising costs for far too long. 

[bookmark: _Hlk225086781]PLEASE CITE OTHER SPECIFIC DETAILS OF HOW YOUR CITY WILL BE AFFECTED BY THE DRAFT PROGRAM PLAN.
On behalf of the City/Town of _______, we thank CAA for your efforts in serving as the Producer Responsibility Organization under SB 54. Please do not hesitate to contact us regarding our comments at [include city email contact]. 
Sincerely,

[bookmark: _Hlk225086824]NAME
TITLE
CITY/TOWN of ______________


cc	CalRecycle SB 54 Program Staff (Packaging@calrecycle.ca.gov)
	Veronica Pardo, Chair, SB 54 Advisory Board (sb54advisoryboard@gmail.com)
 	Your League Regional Public Affairs Manager (via email)
League of California Cities (cityletters@cacities.org)
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