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The legislative session is in full swing, and there are multiple opportunities for city officials to join Cal Cities lobbyists and engage on key bills of importance to cities. The below list outlines several legislative committee hearings where cities can express their position on a bill and share their city perspective. 

Wednesday, April 23

9:00 a.m. Assembly Public Employment and Retirement Committee (State Capitol, Room 444)
AB 1383 (McKinnor) Public employees’ retirement benefits.
This measure would make several significant changes to public employees’ retirement benefits, which would ultimately lead to increased pension liability for public agencies. 
Cal Cities Position: Oppose 

9:30 a.m. Senate Local Government Committee (State Capitol, Room 113)
*SB 634 (Pérez) Homelessness: civil and criminal penalties
This measure would prohibit local jurisdictions from adopting any regulation, policy, or guidance that imposes civil or criminal penalties on a person experiencing homelessness. By eliminating all enforcement mechanisms, SB 634 gives people the right to stand, sit, lay, sleep, or put up a tent in any public place.
Cal Cities Position: Oppose

9:30 a.m. Assembly Budget Subcommittee #4 (State Capitol, Room 447)
Informational Hearing on Wildfire Prevention Oversight
This hearing will provide an opportunity to testify on wildfire prevention.

1:30 p.m. Senate Health Committee (Swing Space, 1021 O Street, Room 1200)
SB 35 (Umberg) Alcohol and drug programs
This measure would implement recommendations from the state auditor by requiring the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) to meet specific timelines for investigating allegations of unlicensed treatment services. If the department fails to meet these deadlines, cities and counties could seek approval to conduct site visits and enforce licensure laws themselves. SB 35 also requires DHCS to conduct follow-up site visits to ensure unlawful activity has stopped.
Cal Cities Position: Sponsor/Support





Thursday, April 24

Upon Adjournment of Session: Assembly Housing and Community Development Committee (State Capitol, Room 126)
*AB 650 (Papan) Planning and zoning: housing element: regional housing needs allocation.
This measure would let cities begin the housing element update process six months early, provide greater certainty in the review process, and ensure cities have time to respond to the California Department of Housing and Community Development’s review letters. 
Cal Cities Position: Sponsor/Support

AB 647 (Gonzalez, Mark) Housing development approvals: residential units.
This measure would completely disregard state-mandated housing plans and force cities to allow up to eight housing units on nearly any lot with a single-family home without environmental review or public input. AB 647 would allow developers to bulldoze a home and replace it with eight new units — only one of which must be affordable — while simultaneously ignoring existing height limits, density requirements, and parking standards. 
Cal Cities Position: Oppose

AB 610 (Alvarez) Housing element: governmental constraints: disclosure statement. 
This measure would require local governments to identify in their housing elements any new or potential government regulations that the local government may adopt during the next planning period. If the regulations are not provided in the disclosure, any ordinances adopted would become null and void. 
Cal Cities Position: Oppose Unless Amended

AB 956 (Quirk-Silva) Accessory dwelling units: ministerial approval: single-family dwellings.
This measure would require local governments to ministerially approve two detached new accessory dwelling units in any residential or mixed-use zone. 
Cal Cities Position: Oppose 
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