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Tulking the Telk A Glessary, continued

First reading

After a bill is placed acress the desk and
has been numbered, the bill is read fer the
firsttime.

Second reading

A bill is “read” three times during its travels
threugh each heuse. This term is a heldever
frem earier times when net all legislaters
ceuld read er when printing multiple cepies
of abill was net feasible. Thus, the entire cen-
tent of the bill was actually read te all theleg
islaters. This dees net happen teday. Whena
bill is in the secend reading file, it has been
amended in either a legislative cermittee or
on the fleer. @nce a bill is amended, it retums
te secend reading. A bill can be in the secend
reading file numereus times during a sessien.

Alf amendments must be
passed by the majority of those
members present and voting, as

opposed to a majority of the
members serving on a
commiittee.

Third reading

When abillis en the Assembly erSenate fleer,
it is en the third reading file. @nly the bill num-
ber and title are read. The presiding efficer
will say, “File item nurber 123; read the bill.”
The clerk will say, “AB 456 by Senater Smith,
a bill dealing with taxatien.” Fellewing tlis
staternent, the testimeny and debate begn.

To enrollment

Few peeple actually understand what “te
enrellment”’ means. After a bill passes beth
heuses of the Legislature, it gees te the
geverner fer either signature er vete. In
between, it pauses at a mysterieus place
called “enrellment.” After a bill has passed
beth heuses, itis printed in enrelled ferm,
emitting symbels indicating amendments,
and cempared by the Engressing and En-
relling clerk ef the heuse where it erigi-
nated, te make sure it is in the ferm ap-
preved by the heuses. The enrelled bill is
then signed by the secretary of the Senate
and the chief clerk ef the Assembly, and
presentedte the geverner. “Te enrellment”
may take several days. (Seme Capitel eb-
servers henestly believe that enrellment
actually is an ebscure Pelynesian island

e

where bills ge fer a brief respite prier te
landing en the geverner’s desk.)

Defeated bill

Abillis defeated ifitis breught up fer a vete
by the auther and dees net receive eneugh
vetes in cenunittee er en the fleer te pass.
Fer example, a bill is defeated in a legisla-
tive cemmittee if the majerity of members
serving en a cenunittee de net vete fer the
bill. This is in centrast te the majerity ef
these present and veting. A defeated bill is
different frem a bill that is net meved fer-
ward by the auther, er misses a deadline and
becemes a twe-year bill.

Failed passage
A nice way ef saying that a bill was killed er
defeated.

Kill a bill

The act of defeating a bill. Lebbyists whe de-
feat a bill they eppese have been ebserved te
Junp up and exclaim, “We killed the bill!” (The
adult, prefessienal and pelite way te de tlis
is eut of view of the spensers and suppecters
of the bill. Hewever, under seme circum-
stances, takingsuch actienin frent ef suppert-
ersis accepted behavier.)

Dead bill

Abillis neverreelly dead. Seme bills, like cats,
have nine lives. Because a bill is never dead,
lebbyiste always say, “It’s net ever until its
ever” (See “gut and amend,” page 15.)

Votes to pass

A nenfiscal, nen-urgency bill requires 21
vetes te pass in the Senate and 41 vetes te
pass in the Assembly. A fiscal er urgency bill,
which resuires a twe-thirds vete, takes 27
vetes te pass in the Senate and 54 vetes te
pass in the Assembly. All bills require ama-
jority vete of these members serving en a
cenmittee te pass, even if ene member is
absent that day. Cemmittee and fleeramend-
ments must be adepted by a majerity ef
these present and veting.

Put over

When the auther pulls a bill frem the cem-
mittee agenda er dees net take it up en the
Senate er Asserbly fleer file se that it will
net be heard that day. Bills are generally put
ever in erder te negetiate with the eppesi-
tien erifthe legislaterthinks he er she dees
net have the vetes te pass the bill. There is
a limit te the number eof times a bill can be
put ever and reset fer hearing. Generally, if
a bill has been put ever in cenunittee, ene
can cenclude there may be a preblem.
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House of origin

The heuse eof erigin refers te the legislative
heuse (Assembly er Senate) in which a bill
is intreduced. Fer example, the heuse of
erigin fer AB 123 is the Assembly. The
heuse of erigin fer SB 456 is the Senate. A
‘heuse of erigin deadline” is the date by
which an Assembly bill must pass the As-
sembly, er the date by which a Senate bill
must pass the Senate.

Second house

If a bill is intreduced in the Assembly (its
heuse of erigin), it is in the secend heuse
when it reaches the Senate, and vice versa.

Third house

Ne, this is net an additienal legislative
chamber. The third heuse is used te refer te
the lebbyist cerps.

On the floor

This refers te activities eccurring in the
Assembly er Senate chamber. Examples of
hew itis used are: “Thebillis en the Assem-
bly fleer,” er “Send in yenr card and we'll
ask Senater Jenes te ceme eoff the floer.”

Floor vote

When the Senate er Assembly vetes en abill.
Fer example, when a bill is en third read-
ing, it is en the Senate/Assembly fleer fera
fleer vete.

Rule waiver

A precess te suspend er ignere established

precedural rnles in erder te achieve aspecific

geal. During each twe-year sessien, beth the

Assembly and Senate vete en and publish

written precedural rmles. At times, rules must

be waived in erder fer beth heuses te cenduct

business. Differentrule waivers require di ffer-

ent precedures. Rules are cenunenly waived

fermany different reasens, such as:

¢ Te hear a bill after a specific deadline has
passed;

¢ Te hearabill en the fleer in meck-up ferm,
as eppesed te when it is in print; and

¢ Te heara bill in a cemmittee even if it has
net been included in the daily file feur days
prier te the hean'ng.

Committee- and
Floor+elated Terms

Policy committees

The standing cemmittees of the Senate and
Asserably that discuss the pelicy implicatiens
of a bill, such as the Senate Natural Reseurces
Cemnittee or the Assembly Lecal Gevern-
ment Cenuvittee.
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